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Rosolution c¢alling upon the Department of Health, the United
States Consumer Product Safety Commipgion, +the federal
Occupational Safety and Health Adminigkration and/or ahy other
appropriate agenocy to investigate the unlawful retail sale of
elemental mercury to consumers within the City of New York, and
to take any and all appropriate actions allowed by law to prevent
the same, and calling upon the appropriste ocommitteas of tha
Council of the City of New York to hold a public hearing on the
impact of tha rasidential use of elemsntal mercury on the health
and safety of the residents of the City of New York.
By Council Member Fisher -

Whereae, Elemental mercury has been tecognized as a poison
for almost two thousand years, and if ingected ox inhaled in
high=levels or over a long period of time mercury c¢an caunse
savarae headaches, learning disabilities, emoticnal disturbances,
merious and permanent nerve, brain azd kidney dawage, and aven
death; and

Whereas, The Federal BHawardons Subastances Labeling Act
requires mercury to be labeled with an appropriate warning
alarting consumers to the dangers sssociated with 1ts use, and
the U.H. céhsummr Product Safety Commisslon has ieeued a safety

alert on the hazards of mercury wvaporj and

Whereas, The Council of the City of New York is aware and
hag reason to know that weroury is being seold in the City without
the £adezn11y mandated lsbels, and many consumers are therefore
unaware of the dangers they, and others, are facing when mercury
is used in the howme; and

Whereas, Mercury is curzently being used by many New York
Clty residents fur personal, rellgious end splritual reasons in
ways that pose a serious threat to the health, safety and

well-being of those residents; and
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Whereas, Young children, whose braine and nervous systems
are 8till developing, axe particularly at risk for mercury
poisonlng (Aciwdynla) becausw Lhey often slwwp, vrawl, and play
on floors where mercury was once sprinkled, and which is also
where the highest concentrations of mercury vapor are found; and

Nhérnaﬁ, Fetuees and infantas are alese particnlarly at rink
for acrodynia from wmothers who have bheen exposed to mercury
vapor, which pasesaes easily through both the placenta and
hlood-brain barriers, and is alsc sscreted in breast milk; and

Whereasz, The general public may be unknowingly sxposed to
mercury vapor by weaus ol second=hand exposuze, as when a Leaant
scatters mercury on the floor and later vacates the apartment
o:nly\y ‘t;‘a leave the mercury trapped in cracks in the floor oxr in
the carpet, where it can later evaporate into poisoncus méraury
vapor; tow, therefore, be it .

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls
upon the Dspartment of Health, the United Btates Consumer Product
Safety Commiwsion, the federal Ocoupational Safety and Health
Anministration and/or any other appropriate agency to investigate
the unlawful retail sale of elemental mercury to conmumers within
the City of New York, and to take any and all appropriate actions
allowed by law to prevent the same, and calling wupen the
appropriate commlttee of the Coumcil of the Clty of Rew York to
hold a public hearing on the impact of the residential use of
elemental mercury on the health and safety of the resideats of
the City of New York.
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